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                 DATES TO REMEMBER 

April  1                       PASSOVER 
April  6     7th Day of  PASSOVER   (Office Closed)  

April  7                      8th Day of  PASSOVER  -  YIZKOR  

April           10    Bulletin Deadline for May 

April           12    Holocaust Remembrance Day 

April           17    Yom HaZikaron     
                                              (Israel Memorial Day) 

April          20     Yom HaAtzma’ut   
                (Israel Independence Day) 

April           22  “Sunday’s at Sinai” Speaker:                                        
      Mary Fran Brandenberger on  
      St. Margaret’s House - their 
      mission and community impact                 11:00 am. 

       !
May  5     Bat Mitzvah of Elisa Nerenberg                          9:30 am. 

!
Service Times For Last Days of Passover: 
! !              
◦ Morning service, Friday, April 6th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.            
◦ Evening service, Friday, April 6th at 6 pm.            
◦ Morning service, Shabbat, April 7th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.             
              (including Yizkor)  

                  Passover ends on April 7th and hametz may be eaten after 9:07 pm.

http://www.SinaiSynagogue.org


Rabbi’s Message:        by Rabbi Michael Friedland

Pesah is such an important time in our Jewish calendar that our 
tradition gets us thinking about the holiday, weeks before it begins.  There 
are three special Torah and Haftarah readings that get us ready for the holiday.   
A week or two even before Purim we read a special portion from Exodus about 
the donation of half shekels to the Temple in order to prepare the Temple for the 
throngs of pilgrims who will be coming to offer their Paschal offering.  A couple 
of weeks later we read about the mysterious rite of the Red Heifer, which is 
sacrificed and turned to ashes for a potion that will assist those in ritual impurity 
to enter a state of purity in order to enter the Temple precincts.  Two week before 
Pesah we read the portion called HaHodesh which informs us about the 
preparations for the first Pesah.  We read about the Paschal sacrifice, the blood 
smeared on the doorposts, and rules about eating the lamb, as well as the 
importance of eating matzah and not eating Hametz.  The opening verses name 
this special ‘Shabbat HaHodesh’:  Hahodesh Hazeh lachem rosh hodeshim – 
This month shall be for you the first of the months.  

In a sense, Jewish history as distinguished from Israelite clan history 
begins at this moment.  Moses and Aaron are directed to speak these commands 
to ‘kol adat Yisrael’ All the community of Israel. 

A medieval Midrashic work, Pesikta D’Rav Kahana, offers a number of 
midrashim on these opening verses.  One of them questions the timing of the 
Exodus:  

After Moses received word from God that now was the moment to ready 
the people to leave, they had trouble believing him.  “Moses our master how can 
we expect to be redeemed now?  Did not the Holy One say clearly to our father 
Abraham, Your seed shall serve a foreign nation; and they shall afflict them four 
hundred year (Gen. 15:13)?  According to our reckoning we have served only 210 
years.  But Moses replied, “Since God desires your redemption, God is not 
concerned with your accounting.  Instead God contract the limits of the period 
before redemption and ignores your reckoning of years and time saying, It is my 
will that in this month you shall be redeemed.  Thus, This month shall be unto 
you the beginning of months, that is, this month is the beginning of your 
liberation as a free people.” 

This begs the question, why?  Why did God change the time line for 
redemption so that the people could be redeemed sooner than later?  Our 
tradition has many different responses, some to Israel’s dishonor and some to its 
distinction.  Some argue that Israel was getting so used to idolatry and slave 
mentality that God determined they needed to be redeemed sooner than 
later or they would be so mired in indecency and so accepting of the 
status quo they could never overcome it. 

Wishing everyone a happy Pesach shared with family & friends!



Rabbi’s Message:        by Rabbi Michael Friedland

But another approach, one that appeals to my sense of duty and 
progress, is that God took mercy on Israel, seeing their suffering and 
seeing how they responded to their suffering.  Not with anger, or 
disillusionment but rather with a stronger commitment to assistance and 
compassion. 

According to a commentary by Mordecai HaKohen, a medieval kabbalist from 
Sfat (Siftei HaKohen, Exodus 2:25) on a verse in Exodus 2:25 God Saw (the 
suffering of) the people of Israel and God knew.  What did God see and what did 
God know?  God saw the people being kind to one another.  When one would 
finish his quota of bricks he would go and help his fellow.  When God saw this, 
God said “They are worthy for my love and mercifulness for all who are kind 
deserve kindness” 

Because Israel responded to its oppression by expressing compassion for each 
other, God sped up the liberation timeline. 

A midrash from the collection known as Exodus Rabbah, suggested that what 
God saw was that even the average Jew was working on teshuvah, repentance, 
even the wicked among them was contemplating his deeds.  And God knew for 
even the Jews did not share with each other their decisions to reevaluate and 
correct their bad behavior.  These were internal decisions.  Yet God knew what 
each had chosen to do. 

A comment from Simha Meir of Dvinsk, offers another way of looking at this.  
In this morning’s Maftir reading about the paschal offering we are told, “In the 
tenth day of this month they shall take every man a lamb, according to the house 
of their fathers, a lamb for a house; And if the household is too little for the 
lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it.”  Rabbi Simha Meir 
sees in this a commitment to share with each other.  Many of the Israelites were 
very poor, as they were slaves.  But he suggests some were wealthier.  How were 
the poor to acquire such a lamb?  Quoting yet another midrash (Mechilta) Draw 
out and take a lamb, that is, those who have means should draw out their funds 
and those who do not should take.  The wealthy bought lambs for the needy.  
This was only because each Jew saw another as his neighbor, that is someone 
close and linked.  For he writes, “when a person pulls himself away from his 
neighbor, and does not see himself as connected, even one penny is too valuable 
for him to part with.”  

Pesah is a time to tell our master story.  But it is also a time for 
us to open our eyes to those around us, to express compassion 
and kindness to our fellow Jews and to those in need so that 
God may treat us in similar fashion.

Wishing everyone a happy Pesach shared with family & friends!



President’s Message:     from Ilene New

Happy Pesach to each of you.  Here is a great idea for a centerpiece I got from the internet: !
RED SEA CENTERPIECE: Get in touch with your 7th grade diorama skills in a few easy steps.  
Fill a shallow serving dish with red Jell-O and let set. Create two areas of land on each side of inside the dish using 
whatever items you have handy.  One side will represent Egypt, the other side will represent the Promised Land.   
Use matzo, nuts, kichel, macaroons - anything works! Finish by adding figurines to represent Moses and the 
Israelites in the middle as they cross the Sea.  Watch your guests be amazed at your Exodus reenactment virtuosity! !
Our Sunday programs with guest speakers have been great.  I encourage you to try and attend.  It’s only 
an hour long and each topic has been very enlightening.  !
I have confirmed that Hazzan Eyal Sherf will be returning next Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  We will 
be blessed to hear his beautiful voice again. !
We are looking for anyone that would be interested in giving a Davar Torah on Shabbat.  Please let Rabbi 
know if you would like to present.  I know we have some very interesting people among us and a Davar 
Torah from you would be great.   !
If you are interested in serving on the Nominating Committee for recommending people for the three 
vacant Board positions, please contact Carey Gaudern. !
Due to the more recent shooting in Florida, it has caused the Board to consider what Sinai’s protocol for a 
perceived threat might be.  This year we installed cameras at each of the outside doors as well as the 
intercom/camera for Judy Zerkle to converse and see who is at the door before allowing anyone entry.  If 
you see someone suspicious, consult the Rabbi, check with some members to find out if they know the 
person and then collectively decide if it is necessary to call 911.  We must look out for each other.  If you 
have any suggestions or would like to share your ideas, please let me know. !
Sisterhood News:   from Ilana Kirsch !
I hope you all had a enjoyable Passover with your friends and family.  As with every milestone, I am 
always so grateful to those in our Sinai family with whom we share the holidays; it makes being part of 
this congregation and community so special. !
Last month we had a Sisterhood brunch (laden with spinach dishes, so I'm sure all attendees have strong 
muscles!).  At our meeting, we handled several orders of business, the most important of which were 
planned donations for the 2018 year.  The Sisterhood is in the enviable position of having a healthy 
savings account, and we voted to make the following donations: !
$3000 to the Sinai general fund, with the intent that this should go toward the necessary HVAC repairs 
$3000 to the Sinai Programming Committee, to support upcoming events as they see fit 
$500 to the Kallah this fall, to go toward the cost of food for the weekend !
We also discussed participation in the Yad B'Yad committees, and there was interest in inviting people to 
participate when available, rather than committing to an entire month at a time.  If you are interested in 
helping on a more sporadic basis, such as just 1-2 times in a month, or just on Shabbat or just on 
Thursday evenings but not both for a whole month, please do let me know and I'll get you in touch with 
the appropriate Yad monthly chairperson.  Every little bit of help is appreciated! !
And for those of you who are Yad chairs, just a reminder to please wipe down the kitchen counters and 
sweep up any excess debris from the floor when you are done.  Also, please consider taking home 
and washing any hand towels and potholders you have used; this will keep them clean for their next 
use and prevent loss from sending them out in the laundry.

                                  Wishing all of you a warm and enjoyable Spring! 



MAZEL TOV to Harvey Weingarten on his appointment  

as Associate Dean of Clinical Affairs at the  
Indiana University School of Dentistry ! 

Harvey wants everyone to know he will be traveling during the week and will be 
in his office one day a week.  And he can still on occasion, recite the Haftarah on 
Shabbat! !!!
Supporting the Masorti (Conservative Movement in Israel) 
Last Rosh HaShanah I spoke about how disappointing the current Israeli 
government has been to non Orthodox Judaism in Israel.  Reneging on a 
compromise agreement to allow egalitarian worship near the Kotel, refusing 
to acknowledge some converts from 3rd world countries if conversions were overseen by 
Conservative rabbis, and most recently a refusal to allow a Jew from Kenya to enter the 
country and study at the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem. Israel ironically is one of the 
few countries in the world where Jews are officially discriminated against!  I challenged 
the congregation to support the Conservative Movement in Israel as a way to show 
support for their efforts and to show the Israeli government that we have noticed their 
unfair policies.  I am happy to report that so far this year we have raised $6000 for the 
Masorti movement in Israel!  This is more than 10 times what the congregation has 
offered in the past!  If you would still like to contribute through Sinai, make the check out 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund and I will send it directly to the Masorti Foundation for 
Conservative Judaism in Israel.  

  

!
!
      Happy Passover!  
“Season of Our Freedom”



 
SINAI SYNAGOGUE DONATIONS 

($10.00 Donation Suggested) !
  Rosalyn Anne Berman Memorial    Ben Farber Memorial Youth Fund 
  Brian S. Schuster Social Hall Memorial   Brett and Daniel Morse Memorial Fund 
   FEAST-TAMID Education Fund    Friedland Family Meditation Garden 
   Fund for the Future      Sinai Synagogue General Fund    
   Joan & Sam New/Sam Katz Israel Experience Fund  Satinover-Fagan-Friedland Fund  
 Sinai Landscaping Fund     Sinai Art and Beautification Fund  
 Tikkun Olam Fund       Eleanor and Morris Wolff Chapel Fund 
   Jake and Rose Weingarten Chumash Fund  !

!
In Loving Memory: 

Melvin Sandock       Mollie Greenberg Miller      Sally Brumer     
Lena Brumer              Esther Heimann                Maxine Baim 

    Get Well Wishes :      Happy 90th Birthday: 
        Lizzie Fagen        Mel Waks 
      
 ************************************** 
!

Yom HaZikaron -   Israel’s Memorial Day -  sundown April 18th 
  
The 4th of Iyar, the day preceding Israel’s Independence Day, was declared by the Israeli Knesset 
(parliament) to be a Memorial Day for those who lost their lives in the struggle that led to the establishment 
of the State of Israel and for all military personnel who were killed while in active duty in Israel’s armed 
forces. Joining together with Yom HaAtzma’ut conveys a simple message: Israelis owe the independence and 
the very existence of the Jewish state to the soldiers who sacrificed their lives for it. !
Yom HaAtzma’ut - Israel’s Independence Day  -  sundown April 19th 

History: Independence Day is founded on the declaration of the establishment of the State of Israel by the 
Jewish leadership headed by future Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion on 14 May 1948. The mood was joyous 
outside Ben-Gurion's home prior to the declaration: "The Jews of Palestine ... were dancing because they were 
about to realize what was one of the most remarkable and inspiring achievements in human history: A people 
which had been exiled from its homeland two thousand years before, which had endured countless pogroms, 
expulsions, and persecutions, but which had refused to relinquish its identity—which had, on the 
contrary, substantially strengthened that identity; a people which only a few years before had 
been the victim of mankind’s largest single act of mass murder, killing a third of the world’s 
Jews, people that were returning home as sovereign citizens in their own independent state."  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yom-haatzmaut-israel-independence-day/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/israel/History/1948-1967.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/israel/Contemporary_Life/Society_and_Religious_Issues/Compulsory_Army_Service.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Ben-Gurion


    
April 1 – April 30, 2018 

 16 Nissan – 15 Iyar 5778 
Please note that observance begins the evening before the date listed. 

* Denotes a plaque located on the Memoriam Wall 
 

 

Sunday, 4/1 - Nissan 16 

*David Pure 

*Harold Wexler 

Monday, 4/2 - Nissan 17 

*Rose Mooren 

*Bertha New 

Tuesday, 4/3 - Nissan 18 

*Max R. Gentner 

*Bessie Janovsky 

Wednesday, 4/4 - Nissan 19 

*Molly Feferman 

*Ellen Gentner 

*Sara Burke Richman 

Thursday, 4/5 - Nissan 20 

Maxine Baim 

*Murray Frankel 

*Sylvia S. From 

Robert Helzick 

Friday, 4/6 - Nissan 21 

*Samuel Coffman 

Saturday, 4/7 - Nissan 22 

*Vivian Brown 

*Jules (Shorty) Lewis 

Sunday, 4/8 - Nissan 23 

*Bertha Plotkin Katz 

*Berel Leib Kushner 

*Sam Stein 

Tuesday, 4/10 - Nissan 25 

*Dorothy Jaffe 

Gloria Jensen 

*Sam Ben David Plotkin 

William Wolfson 

Wednesday, 4/11 - Nissan 26 

*Louis Cohen 

*Virginia M. Cossman 

*Alice Yonover Masef 

Thursday, 4/12 - Nissan 27 

Irving Katz 

*Abraham Issac Schatz 

*Benny Weissbuch 

 

Friday, 4/13 - Nissan 28 

*Genia Tanner 

Saturday, 4/14 - Nissan 29 

*Rachel Hoffman 

*Myer J. Piser 

*Aaron Schatz 

*Nathan Skall 

Sunday, 4/15 - Nissan 30 

*Frances R. Silver 

Monday, 4/16 - Iyar 1 

*Yoseph Felek 

Lucy Gould 

*Sarah Pearl (Feigl) New 

Wednesday, 4/18 - Iyar 3 

*Yetta Kornberg 

*Mildred Oestreicher 

Thursday, 4/19 - Iyar 4 

*Morris Katz 

Friday, 4/20 Iyar 5 

*Benjamin Brown 

Bertha Kahal 

*Fannie R. Katzenberg 

*Faye Kolbur 

*Rae Berman Rubinson 

Saturday, 4/21 - Iyar 6 

*Harry Cohen 

*Helen Katz 

*Harry Lasky 

Sunday, 4/22 - Iyar 7 

*Joseph Berman 

*Sarah Reck 

*Morris L. Shapiro 

*Ida Burke Zaretsky 

Monday, 4/23 - Iyar 8 

*Yosef M. Berman 

Edward Kaldor 

Simon Rosenstein 

Tuesday, 4/24 - Iyar 9 

*Fannie Brenner 

*Shmuel Hershberg 

*Yosef T. Tenofsky 

Wednesday, 4/25 - Iyar 10 

Shorrie Bernstein 

*Frank Cepl 

Thursday, 4/26 - Iyar 11 

*Ben Davis 

Solomon Gaiba 

*Harvey Roland 

*Max Tanner 

Friday, 4/27 - Iyar 12 

*Joseph Edelstein 

*Birgit Metzger 

*Edith Rifkin 

*Frank Rubin 

Saturday, 4/28 - Iyar 13 

*Abraham Goetz 

*Jacob Mooren 

Sunday, 4/29 - Iyar 14 

*Jeannette G. Baer 

*Phillip Rosenfeld 

Monday, 4/30 - Iyar 15 

*Helen Keleman 

*Meyer Paskin 

Harry Rubinstein 

*Isadore Joel Wagner 

*Anna Waxman 
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   BAT MITZVAH  
!

           Join us as we celebrate the  

                     BAT MITZVAH  

          of our daughter 

        Elisa Alexandra Nerenberg 

             Saturday, May 5th  

         9:30 am.  at Sinai Synagogue 

             Sarah & Rob Nerenberg 

 Kiddush Luncheon following services                  Elisa Nerenberg
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