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                      DATES TO REMEMBER 
May   3          Lag B’Omer !
May   5  Bat Mitzvah of Elisa Nerenberg                  9:30 am. !
May   6  Unveiling for Abraham Goetz       11:30 am. 
 
May    7  Last Day of Hebrew School !
May  10  Bulletin Deadline (June, July, August) !
May  12  Last Day of FEAST !
May   13  MOTHER’S DAY   
                              Yom Yerushalayim !
May  18  Shabbat Dinner - honoring Mike Levin 
    Mike will speak of his “Jewish Journey” !
May  19  Erev Shavuot  !
May  20  Shavuot Services - followed by a communal         9:30 am.            
    lunch,  our annual Congregational Meeting -  
                                         Judy Falzon will speak of her “Jewish Journey”   
     
May  21    Shavuot Services          9:30 am.  

                                             YIZKOR Service follows the Torah Service     10:30 am. 

    Evening Service                                            6:00 pm. !
May  28  US Memorial Day  -   (Office Closed)

                                                                                                                                                                                   

http://www.SinaiSynagogue.org


Rabbi’s Message:       from Rabbi Michael Friedland

The special Biblical book that we read on Shavuot is the book of Ruth.  The book of Ruth 
tells the story of the Moabite convert to Judaism, Ruth who returns to the land of Israel 
with her mother in law, despite the passing of her Israelite husband.  It is Ruth’s return to 
Israel, to comfort and support Naomi, her mother in law, and the kindness she shows to 
Boaz, Naomi’s kinsman, that is evidence of her tying her destiny to the Jewish people, not her 
marriage to Naomi’s son Mahlon who dies early in the story.  

However;  the book of Ruth presents a conflict with the Torah. The Torah proscribes Moabites 
from ever converting to Judaism.  But the book of Ruth not only understands Ruth’s attachment 
to Naomi as evidence of conversion, but she is even an ancestress of King David!  The Sages 
resolved the dilemma through a legal midrash by reading the verse in Deuteronomy as referring 
only to male Moabites. 

Nevertheless, this overly narrow legal reading begs the question – what is the purpose of 
including a book in the Biblical cannon through which the simple reading contravenes a Torah 
mitzvah?  Was there an influx of converts from Moab?  Or is it that the story itself, of an outsider 
who is good and does good is worth placing in the cannon despite legal conflicts? 

In a midrash on Ruth, Rabbi Zeira states: “For what purpose was this book written? This scroll 
teaches us nothing regarding laws of cleanliness or uncleanliness, nor of prohibition or 
permission.  It exists to teach us how great is the reward for those who do deeds of kindness.” 

Rabbi Avraham Isaac Kook (20th Century, Israel) stressed that our central mission as Jews is to 
act toward all the creatures on earth with goodness.   He wrote,  "Our love must fill our hearts for 
every living being and must be expressed in action. Every Jew has to desire the goodness and 
success of every human being. In our prayers we pray for the whole world …." 

Two Talmudic rabbis, Resh Lakish and Rabbi Yohanan noted that a verse in the prophet Ezekiel’s 
vision describing the altar reaches into the future of Jewish history to teach us a lesson about 
kindness.  “a wooden altar 3 cubits high and 2 cubits long and having inner corners; and its 
length and its walls were of wood. And he said to me, “This is the table that stands before the 
LORD.”  They explained see the verse begins describing  the ‘altar’ and ends by referring to the 
altar as ‘the table’!  At the time when the Temple stood, the altar used to make atonement for a 
person; now a person's table makes atonement for him, that is, the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim, 
hospitality, is what brings atonement and salvation. 

Another passage in the Talmud states that  even the sinners of Israel need not fear fire of 
Gehinnom because their good deeds are like a pomegranate full of seeds!  The Hasidic master, 
the Sfat Emet explains that even these sinners distinguish themselves by their good deeds. 

Rabbi Eliezer Diamond, a professor at the Jewish Theological Seminary,  points out that the 
lesson of this book is the blessing of companionship - Ruth in Hebrew comes from the word 
re’ut, friendship.  Ruth comes to show two lonely people, Naomi and Boaz, that life can be good 
even after loss.  He wrote, “Ruth has taught me the true nature of love and friendship.  It is not 



Rabbi’s Message:       from Rabbi Michael Friedland

manipulation or martyrdom or all consuming passion.  It is realizing the fullness of self through 
what I give to others, and helping others become whole through the gifts they give to me”. 

On Shavuot we celebrate the gift of Torah to the Jewish people.   The book of Ruth the special 
book connected to this holiday emphasizes kindness and companionship.  In our tradition’s 
subtle wisdom, this is the ultimate goal of Torah.  And the insight is made even deeper when we 
appreciate that this lesson is taught to us by one whom the Torah considered initially an outsider. 

 "

 "

     Shavuot –   May 20-22 

The Revelation of God and the Gift of Torah 

This year our Shavuot celebration will cover the entire weekend 
from Friday night prior to Shavuot,  and continuing on Shavuot, 
Saturday evening through Monday 

Friday evening, May 18th join us for another Shabbat Dinner at Sinai. 

As part of our annual “Journey to Sinai” program that we hold each Shavuot, a member 
of the congregation shares their Jewish journey with us.  This year, Mike Levin will be 
honored for his years as our morning minyan coordinator.  At the Friday night dinner, he 
will share his thoughts with us.  

Sunday Morning Services on May 20th - the first day of Shavuot will begin at  9:30 
AM.  This will be followed by a communal lunch, our congregation’s annual meeting and 
our second “Journey to Sinai” speaker – Judy Falzon  will share her “Jewish Journey”. 

Monday morning, May 21st, Shavuot Day 2 and Yizkor  9:30 AM.  
Yizkor will follow the Torah service @10:30 AM. 

Monday evening Services at 6:00 PM. 

"
"
 An unveiling for Abraham Goetz will be held on Sunday, May 6th at 11:30 am.



President’s Message:     from Ilene New

Who’s ready for spring weather?  Who’s looking forward to Sinai’s annual Meeting????   
I AM! Put it on your calendar - Sunday, May  20th, 2018 following a luncheon to 
celebrate Shavuot .  We will have one of our members speak on their “Journey to 
Sinai,” State of the Synagogue and elections for new Board members.   I hope you will 
all attend and support your leaders.  Watch for the notice! !
We had a wonderful presentation on the “Sunday’s at Sinai” on April 22nd  featuring a speaker 
from St. Margaret’s House. St. Margaret’s House is a vital organization in our community that 
improves the lives of women and children by providing individual attention to their immediate 
needs, breaking the bonds of isolation and helping them acquire skills to better their lives. They 
believe that each woman is talented and gifted and deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.  
Should have been an interesting presentation. !
A huge thank you to Colin Pier-Silver (with assistance from Nate Cossman, thank you Nate) for 
chairing the very successful Spaghetti Dinner.  The final numbers are not in yet, but we’re close to 
clearing $6,000.  !
I am pleased to announce that we met our goal for the Harold Grinspoon Foundation Life and 
Legacy challenge.  Sinai will be receiving the $5,000 grant money.  For those that participated, 
please attend the celebration at the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 
7:00 for drinks, appetizers and desserts sponsored by the Jewish Federation.  Please RSVP to the 
Federation.  If you did not participate in filling out the “Letter of Intent” to leave a legacy to Sinai, 
please consider doing so.  Forms can be obtained in the Sinai office.  Contact your attorney to add 
Sinai Synagogue in your will or name Sinai as the beneficiary on an insurance policy or gift stocks.    !
Please take note of the Building Security Policy that is in the Bulletin this month.  It is important 
that anyone attending Sinai be familiar with these safety actions. !
We are sad to say goodbye to Ossie and Dan Meisel.  We wish them well on their journey to 
California.  On Shabbat, April 21st, we honored Ossie and thanked her for her many years of 
service and commitment to the children at Sinai. !
We need to purchase crowns for the new Torah.  If anyone is interested in working on this project, 
please let me know. !
We are very fortunate to have two wonderful employees in Judy and Kay.  Judy is more than our 
office secretary.  She goes above and beyond.  Kay keeps Sinai spick and span and always has a 
wonderful disposition.  When you see them, thank them.  We do appreciate each of their 
commitment and hard work for Sinai. !
When (or if) spring ever comes, there will be more work done on the parking lot, as well as the 
grounds.  Thank you, Ruth Hutt, for your diligence.   !
As we begin to enjoy the outdoors by moving into summer mode, remember there is no Shabbat 
summer vacation.  Come to Sinai on Shabbat and attend a minyan when you can! !!
     

                    Chag Sameach Shavuot!! 
!
                   A Joyous Shavuot Holiday !!



!
                   !
                   !!
                   May Candle Lighting Times: !
          May        4         8:28 pm. 
          May      11         8:36 pm. 
                   May         18         8:43 pm. 
                   May         25          8:49 pm  
 
     
!
!
 

!
  BAT MITZVAH  
 

           Join us as we celebrate the  

                     BAT MITZVAH  

          of our daughter 

        Elisa Alexandra Nerenberg 

             Saturday, May 5th  

         9:30 am.  at Sinai Synagogue 

             Sarah & Rob Nerenberg 

 Kiddush Luncheon following services 

                         Elisa Nerenberg



    
May 1 – May 31, 2018 

 16 Iyar  -  17 Sivan  5778 
Please note that observance begins the evening before the date listed. 

* Denotes a plaque located on the Memoriam Wall 
 

 

Tuesday, 5/1 - Iyar 16 

*Nancy Joy Karlin 

*Bertha Weisberger 

Wednesday, 5/2 - Iyar 17 

Jacob Pomerantz 

Thursday, 5/3 - Iyar 18 

Alexandra Price 

Martin Rutchik 

*Sarah Schatz 

*Samuel Joseph Zonenberg 

Friday, 5/4 - Iyar 19 

*David Moss 

*Lena Rubin 

Pat Turbow 

Sunday, 5/6 - Iyar 21 

*Max Cooper 

*Aaron Katz 

*Jennie Leah Kravitz 

Monday, 5/7 - Iyar 22 

*Phillip Richman 

*Abraham Simon 

*Maurice Steinfeld 

*Sophie Weinberg 

Wednesday, 5/9 - Iyar 24 

Michael Bruell 

Burton Stern 

*Shlomo Tenofsky 

Thursday, 5/10 - Iyar 25 

Shirley Dreyer Howell 

*Arthur Jack Pollock 

Friday, 5/11 - Iyar 26 

*Ignatz Hes 

*Jackie Polis 

Esther Rosenfeld 

Saturday, 5/12 - Iyar 27 

*Isadore I. Gentner 

*Hyman Magid 

*Irving Mooren 

*Sarah R. Rosenstein 

*Rochel Leah Shapiro 

Sunday, 5/13 - Iyar 28 

*Frances Goldstein 

*Philip Schiff 

Monday, 5/14 - Iyar 29 

*Elsie Z. Hoffman 

*Helen Landau 

*Meyer (Mickey) Pure 

Tuesday, 5/15 - Sivan 1 

*Florence Karlin 

*Zlata Shulberg 

*Shirley Wein 

Mary Ziman 

Wednesday, 5/16 - Sivan 2 

*Samuel Brown 

Thursday, 5/17 - Sivan 3 

*Sam Berman 

*Elizabeth L. Brusslan 

*Jennie Lewis 

*Oskar Waxman 

*Robert Waxman 

Friday, 5/18 - Sivan 4 

*Mandel Donn 

*Abraham Goldberg 

Leah Lopata 

*Samuel Valencia 

*Jake Weingarten 

Saturday, 5/19 - Sivan 5 

*Sophia Paskin 

Helen Sylvia Resnickoff 

*Fannie Waxman 

*Jeanette Weisberger 

Sunday, 5/20 Sivan 6 

*Betty Finkelstein 

*Bela Genet 

Monday, 5/21 - Sivan 7 

*Sholom Gliksman 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 5/22 - Sivan 8 

*Joseph (Ike) Berman 

*Jack Genet 

*Jennie Plotkin 

*Morris Raitzin 

*David Tomber 

Wednesday, 5/23 - Sivan 9 

Nathan Cohen 

*Tillie Estes 

*Hannah Goldenberg 

*David Hacohen Katz 

*Mary Rose Levenson 

Thursday, 5/24 - Sivan 10 

*Anna Donn 

*Sidney Weiss 

Friday, 5/25 - Sivan 11 

*Rebecca Berman 

Abraham Goldick 

Saturday, 5/26 - Sivan 12 

Dorothy Blay 

*Jerome Brumer 

Sunday, 5/27 - Sivan 13 

*Benjamin Cooperman 

Sophie A. Goldberg 

Monday, 5/28 - Sivan 14 

Gloria Kaufman 

Tuesday, 5/29 - Sivan 15 

*Eli Goloubow 

*Eda Kupperman 

Wednesday, 5/30 - Sivan 16 

*David Genet 

*Fred Shapiro 
 



Sinai Synagogue               Non-Profit Organization 
1102 E. LaSalle Avenue                                     PAID 
South Bend, IN 46617                                                                                                       U.S. POSTAGE 
574-234-8584                                                                                                   South Bend, Indiana     
                                                                                                Permit No. 129 
     
Bulletin published monthly, Sept. – June. !
President:  Ilene New 
1st Vice President: Andrew Jones  
Rec. Secretary:   Steve Lotter 
Corr. Secretary:  Bonny Hoover 
Treasurer:         Sarah Nerenberg 
Financial Sec’ty:   Dan New 
Rabbi:             Michael Friedland 
FEAST Director: Ossie Meisel 
Bulletin Editor: Nana Fromm    
Sisterhood Pres:     Ilana Kirsch !!!!!!!!!!!
        
    SHAVUOT      May 19-21 
!
      TRADITIONS & CUSTOMS: 
    Reading the Book of Ruth, saying Yizkor prayers on the 2nd day,  
       reading a special Aramaic ode called Akdamut (a 90 line acrostic  
       poem) with the author’s name profusely praising God’s name and  
       acclaiming the excellence of the Torah, reading liturgical poems  
       called Azharot that incorporate the 613 commandments of the  
       Torah, eating dairy foods like kugels, blintzes and cheesecake,  
       decorating homes and synagogues with flowers and greens, and  
       baking extra long loaves of challah are some of the traditional  
       customs observed during SHAVUOT. 
    
       HIDDUR MITZVAH: ENHANCING THE HOLIDAY 

      Known as an agricultural festival, it is also “the time of the giving of the Torah,” at Sinai. Buying new indoor                    
       plants for your home and planting some of the flowering plants in your garden after the holiday add to the  
       festive mood of Shavuot. From the garden, bring in whatever is seasonal and in bloom.  Freshly cut flowers    
       are always appropriate, especially roses: Shavuot was once called “The Feast of Roses” in Italy and Spain. 
       At one time, garlands of roses bedecked the Torah, and paper cut flowers were a popular form of folk art  
       for adorning the home and the synagogue. 
          Shavuot is a wonderful holiday for the vegetarian. It is an excellent time to try different kinds of dairy &  
       vegetarian dishes. Experiment with all kinds of blintzes, crepes, kugels, roulades, pastas, and cheesecakes. 
     Source:  In the Jewish Tradition, A Year of Food and Festivities by Judith B. Feline
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