
 
Genesis 4:3b-4  Cain brought an 
offering to the LORD from the 
fruit of the soil;  
and Abel, for his part, brought 
the choicest of the firstlings of 
his flock. The LORD paid heed to 
Abel and his offering 

hDm∂dSaDh yîrVÚpIm N̂yåq aEbÎ¥yÅw 
hÎwhyAl hDj◊nIm 

a…wh_MÅg ayIbEh lRbRh◊w   
 NRhEbVlRjEm…w wønaøx twørOkV;bIm  

wøtDj◊nIm_lRa◊w lRbRh_lRa hÎwh◊y oAvˆ¥yÅw 
 

1.  Cain brought an offering to the LORD from the fruit of the soil: 
He brought an offering of the inferior crops. He was like a bad tenant who saves 
the first ripe figs for himself but honors the king with figs from the end of the 
season.  (Genesis Rabbah 22:5)  
… 
Genesis 4:8  Cain said to Abel his 
brother . . But then it was, when 
they were out in the field that 
Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and he killed him.  

wyIjDa lRbRh_lRa Nˆyåq rRmaø¥yÅw 
h®dDÚcA;b MDtwøyVhI;b yIh◊yÅw   

wyIjDa lRbRh_lRa Nˆyåq M∂qÎ¥yÅw   
wh´g√rAhÅ¥yÅw  

 
2. Cain said to Abel his brother . . . About what did they quarrel? 'Come,’ 
said they, 'let us divide the world.’ One took the land and the other the 
movables. The former said, 'The land you stand on is mine,’ while the latter 
retorted, ' What you are wearing is mine.’ One said: ‘Strip’; the other retorted: ' 
Fly [off the ground].’ Out of this quarrel, when they were out in the field 
that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and he killed him.   (Genesis 
Rabbah 22:7) 
 
3. Cain rose up against Abel his brother and he killed him Rabbi 
Yohanan said: Abel was stronger than Cain, for the expression rose up can only 
imply that Cain lay beneath him. Cain said to Abel while struggling beneath Abel, 
‘We two only are in the world: what will you tell our father if you kill me?’   
Hearing this Abel was filled with pity for him; immediately seeing his brother 
relax his grip, Cain rose against him and slew him. Out of that incident was born 
the proverb, 'Do not do good to an evil man, then evil will not befall you.’  
(Genesis Rabbah 22:8) 
 
Genesis 4:9   The LORD said to Cain,  
“Where is your brother Abel?” 
And he said,  “I do not know. Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” Then He 
said,  “What have you done? Hark, 
your brother’s blood cries out 
to Me from the ground!  

ÔKyIjDa lRbRh yEa Nˆyåq_lRa hÎwh◊y rRmaø¥yÅw 
yIkOnDa yIjDa rEmOvSh yI;tVoådÎy aøl rRmaø¥yÅw 

ÔKyIjDa yEm√;d lwøq DtyIcDo hRm rRmaø¥yÅw  
hDm∂dSaDh_NIm yAlEa MyIqSoOx  



 
4. The LORD said to Cain,  “Where is your brother Abel? This may be 
compared to a policeman who was walking along his beat and found a dead man 
with another standing over him. ‘Who killed him?’ the policeman demanded of 
the bystander. ‘I should ask you the same question,’ rejoined the other. ‘I notice 
that you did not answer the question,’ the policeman retorted.  Or it is like the 
case of a man who entered a garden, and gathered blueberries and ate them. 
The owner of the garden pursued him, demanding, ‘What are you holding?’ 
‘Nothing,’ he replied. ‘But I can see that your hands are stained with the juice!’ 
Or it is as if a man entered a pasture, seized a goat, and slung it behind him. 
The owner of the pasture pursued him, demanding, ‘What have you in your 
hand?’—‘Oh, nothing.’ ‘But it is bleating behind your back!’ exclaimed the 
owner.   
 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai said: It is difficult to say this, and the mouth has trouble 
uttering it but put it this way: Think of two gladiators wrestling before the king; 
had the king wished, he could have separated them. But he did not so desire, 
and one overcame the other and killed him, the victim cried out before he died, 
‘Let my cause be pleaded before the king for not sparing me!’ Even so, your 

brother’s blood cries out [against] Me [reading yAlEo not yAlEa]  . 
 
In each of the midrashim, what parts of the midrash are taken directly from the verse and 
what is added or modified? 
 
According to Midrash #1 why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice and not Cain’s? 
 
Midrash #2: Why does the midrash have to tell us what the quarrel was about?  Why does 
it suggest this is the source of contention? 
What is the midrash suggesting to us about the source of human conflict? 
 
Midrash #3 What does this midrash suggest about the quarrel?  What is particularly 
heinous about Cain’s actions?  What does it suggest to us about human psychology? 
 
Midrash #4 How do the three stories relate to the verse?  Why do they need 3 examples?  
Why does Rabbi Shimon have such a hard time suggesting his answer?  What is he 
suggesting?  How can he think it is a legitimate opinion? 


